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MEDICAL PROGRESS. - 

Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meet- 
ing of the Medical Society of the State of 
Pennsylvania.—The Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania held its fifth annual 
meeting, in Philadelphia, May 26, 1852, at 
the Hall on the Northwest corner of Twelfth 
and Chestnut Streets, and was called to 
order at 1140’clock A. M. by the President, 
Dr. Charles Innes, of Northampton County. 

On motion of Dr. West of Philadelphia, 
the President appointed Drs. West, Shan- 
non, and Townsend, a Committee to ex- 
amine and verify the credentials of Dele- 
gates, who reported the following :— 

{Those * thus marked, did not present 
themselves during the session.] 

Berks County.—Drs. Wm. Gries, Ed. 
Wallace, D. L. Beaver, *Caleb Leggett, 
*P. G. Bertolet. 

Blair County.—Drs. J. M. Confer, John 
D. Ross. 

Bucks County.—Drs. *M. S. Hendrie,, 
O. P. James, *Ralph Lee, *Samuel Carey, 
James S. Rich, *Charles Foulke. 

Chester County.—Drs. *Wilmer Worth- 


dington, Andrews Murphy, *Joseph Hick- 
man, John P. Edge, Sept. A. Ozier, A. K. 
Gaston, W. W. Townsend, Isaac R. Walk- 
er, Samuel H. Harry, *Bartholomew Fus- 
sel, C. W. Parish. 

Delaware County.—Drs. Robt. K. Smith, 
M. Emanuel, R. H. Smith, George Martin. 

Erie County.—Drs. C. F. Perkins, *F. 
W. Miller, *Jacob Vosburg, *W. B. wil- 
liams. 

Huntingdon County.—Drs. J. B. Luden, 
J. G. Lightner, Jonathan H. Dorsey, *Mor- 
decai Massey. 

Lancaster County.—Drs. *F. S. Bur- 
rowes, ’F. A. Muhlenberg, *John L. Atlee, 
*Samuel Duffield, *J. B. Stubbs, *J. L. 
Ziegler, *Joseph Gibbons, J. A. Ehler, 
*Henry Carpenter, P. Cassidy, *C. O. Ri- 
chards, *E. L. Baer, *Thomas Ellmaker. 

Lebanon County.—Dr. Breitenbach. 

Mercer County.—Dr. Jno. T. Ray. 

Mifflin County.—Drs. George V. Mit- 
chell, Thomas Vanvalzah, E. W. Hale. 

Montgomery County.—Drs. Hiram Cor- 
son, Henry Geiger, W. A. Vanbuskirk, G. 
W. Wimley. 

Northampton County.—Dr. Charles In- 
nes. 
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Perry County.—Dr. A. C. Stees. 
Philadelphia County.—Drs. G. B. Wood, 
Samuel Jackson (Eighth St.), *Joseph Pan- 
coast, T. D. Miitter, H. S. Patterson, I. 
Parrish, Samuel Jackson (Spruce St.), Wm. 
Pepper, I. Hays, George Fox, G. Emerson, 
A. Stillé, G. W. Norris, H. Bond, F. West, 
P. B. Goddard, T. F. Betton, E. F. Leake, 
*A. Naudain, Ed. Janvier, J. M. Pugh, 
I. Remington, Joseph Warrington, G. W. 
Patterson, W. Mayburry, T. H. Yardley, 
D. F. Condie, William Henry. 
Schuylkill County. — Drs. Samuel H. 
Shannon, James S. Carpenter, David J. 
McKibbin, Geo. Halberstadt, J. G. Koehler. 
On motion of Dr. Fox, the reading of 
the minutes of last session was dispensed 
with, 
On calling the roll, fifty-three Delegates 
answered to their names. 
The President, Dr. Charles Innes, read 
the annual Address, prepared in pursuance 
of a resolution of last session. 
On motion of Dr. Gries, of Berks Coun- 
ty, it was 
Resolved, That a vote of thanks be ten- 
dered to the President, and that a copy of 
his Address be requested for insertion in 
the published proceedings of the Society. 
On motion of Dr. Condie, the President 
appointed Drs. Condie, Ehler, and Ray, a 
Committee to audit the Treasurer’s ac- 
count, who made the following report; 
viz.:— 
The Committee appointed to audit the 
accounts of the Treasurer for the past year, 
beg leave to report that they have attended 
to that duty. : 
By the report of the auditing Committee 
of last year, it appears that there was due to 
the Treasurer, May 28, 1851, $26 59. 
During the year there has been received 
from assessment on Delegates, $150 00. 
Leaving a balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer, this day, of $123 41. 
The amount assessed for printing pro- 
ceedings received by the Committee of Pub- 
lication, was not paid into the treasury, and 
the local expenses of the last session having 
been paid by the Philadelphia County Me- 
dical Society, there does not appear to have 
been anything drawn from the treasury dur- } 
ing the past year. 
D. FRANCIS CONDIE, 
J. AUG. EHLER, 
JOHN D. ROSS. 

May 26, 1852. 
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On motion of Dr. Hays, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee, composed 
of one delegate from each County Society 
here represented, be appointed, to nominate 
Officers for the ensuing year. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Hays, 
reported, that during the past year only one 
new County Medical Society, that of Cam- 
bria, had been organized. 

The Committee on Publication made the 
following report :— 

That, in attending to the duties of their 
appointment, they addressed circulars to all 
the County Medical Societies, embodying 


the substance of the resolution under which 


they acted. 

The County Societies, thus called upon 
have, with three exceptions, forwarded to 
the chairman of your Committee, the re- 
spective amounts assessed, which assess- 
ment was carefully adjusted in the ratio of 
representation, and designed to meet the 
expenses of publishing its proceedings. 

As early as the receipt of funds would 
warrant, they contracted with T. K. & P. G. 
Collins to print 750 copies of the Transac- 
tions, which were completed about the be- 
ginning of September, 1851, and distributed 
as follows; viz.:— 

484 copies to the county societies. 

110 copies to editors of medical journals, 
and societies through the corresponding 
secretary. 

156 copies remaining on hand. 

Whole amount received by assessments 








from county societies, . $227 
Paid T. K. & P. G. Collins (as 
per bill for printing, paper, Vol. I., 
750 copies Transactions), engrav- 
ing map, postage, enveloping, . $200 
Postage paid by chairman of 
Committee of Publication, . 4 90 
May 6, 1852, balance on hand, . 26 10 
$227 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 
on behalf of the Committee. 
ISAAC REMINGTON, 
ISAAC PARRISH, 
ISAAC HAYS. 
D. FRANCIS CONDIE. 
Philad., May 26, 1852. 


On motion of Dr. Ehler, the report was 
received, and the balance in hand directed 
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to be paid to the Treasurer, and the Com- 
mittee discharged. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was § 

Resolved, That there shall be no assess- § 
ment made upon Delegates in attendance 
at the present session of the Society. 

That the same resolution, in relation to; 
the printing of the Transactions, as was 
adopted at last session, be re-adopted at this 
session. 

That the amounts that shall be received 
by the chairman of the Committee of Pub- 
lication on account of the printing of the 
Transactions be paid over by him to the 
Treasurer. 

That the balance, now in the hands of 
the Treasurer, and in the hands of the late 
chairman of the Committee of Publication, 
be applied to the printing of the proceed- 
ings of the present session after defraying 
the ordinary expenses. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to meet 
at 4} o’clock P. M. 


May 26, 43 o’clock P M3 


The Society met pursuant to adjournment. : 
The President in the chair. On calling the} 
roll, thirty-three members were present. 
The minutes were read and approved. 

On motion, Dr. E. W. Hale was added 
to the list of delegates to supply a vacancy 
in the delegation from Mifflin County. 

A letter of resignation from Dr. Cyrus D. 
Gloninger, of Lebanon County, as one of 
the Recording Secretaries, was read and 
accepted. 

The President announced the following } 
committee to nominate officers which was 
approved, viz. :— 

Dr. Hays, Philadelphia County Med. Soc. 
** James, Bucks = s 
Gries, Berks 
Confer, Blair 
Murphy, Chester 
Martin, Delaware 
Perkins, Erie 
Dorsey, Huntingdon 
Vanbuskirk, Montgom’y ‘‘ 
Cassidy, Lancaster ss 
Vanvalzah, Mifflin 
Stees, Perry 
Shannon, Schuylkill 
Breitenbach, Lebanon ‘ 
Ray, Mercer , } 

An invitation to Delegates to visit the mu- 
seum of the Academy of Natural Sciences } 
was read and accepted. 
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The Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Hays, 


; announced to the Society that reports had 


been received from Schuylkill, Delaware, 
Lebanon, Mifflin, Chester, Blair, Bucks, 
Erie, and Berks County Medical Societies. 

The Ist, from Schuylkill County Medical 
Society, contained a history of the Society, 
and an account of the medical topography 
of the county, with a very beautifully exe- 
cuted geological map. 

2. A report from the Delaware County 
Medical Society, contained a topographical 
description of the county, accompanied with 
a geological chart. 

3. A report from Mifflin County Medical 
Society, on the medical topography of the 
county, with a description of the diseases 
which have prevailed there during the past 
year. 

4. A report from Blair County Medical 
Society, containing a sketch of their pro- 
ceedings during the past year, and the re- 
port of a committee appointed to prepare a 
history of the prevailing diseases of the 
county during the year 1851. 

5. A Report of Chester County Medical 
Society, containing descriptions of the epi- 
demic diseases which have prevailed in dif- 
ferent sections of the county, with their 
treatment. 

6. A report of the proceedings of the 
Erie County Medical Society, during the 
year 1851, by its Corresponding Secretary, 
Dr. J. L. Stewart. 

7. A Report from the Lebanon County 
Medical Society, giving a topographical de- 
scription of the county, with a geological 
map. 

8. A Report from Bucks County Medical 
Society, presenting a history of the Society, 
with a description of the medical topography 
of the county, and an account of the diseases 
which have prevailed there during the past 
year. 

9. A Report of a committee of the Berks 
County Medical Society on spurious drugs, 
and submitting certain resolutions to the 
State Society for its consideration. Alsoa 
printed sanitary report from this county in 
newspaper form. 

On motion of Dr. Parrish, it was— 

Resolved, That the reports from the dif- 
ferent county societies be read by one of 
the delegates from those counties, and, if 
practicable, by the chairman of the respect- 
ive committees draughting said reports. 

The report from Schuylkill County was 
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read by Dr. Halberstadt, and was on motion 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

The report from Delaware County was 
read by Dr. R. K. Smith, and on motion 
was referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tion. 

The report from Mifflin County was read, 
by request, by Dr. Condie, and was, on mo- 
tion, referred to the same committee. 

The report from Chester County was 
partly read by the Secretary, when its fur- 
ther reading was suspended, by a motion to 
‘adjourn to 104 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


May 27.—Morning Session. 

The Society met at 11 o’clock A.M. The 
President in the chair. On calling the roll, 
thirty members appeared. The minutes of 
last meeting were read and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Gaston, Dr. C. W. 
Parish was admitted as a Delegate to fill a 
vacancy in the delegation from Chester 
County Medical Society. 

The reading of the report from the Chester 
County Medical Society was resumed and 
completed by the Secretary. When, on 
motion, it was referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. C. W. Parish, of Chester County, 
moved to dispense with the further reading 
of the reports, and to refer them to the Com- 
mittee on Publication, which gave rise to 
an animated discussion, in which many 
members participated. The motion was 
subsequently withdrawn. 

Dr. Gries took occasion to suggest to 
committees intrusted with the preparation 
of the reports from County Societies, the 
importance of condensing their observations, 
and confining their remarks strictly to the 
matters under consideration. 

Dr. Hays offered some remarks on the 
relation between diseases and geological 
formations, certain diseases showing a dis- 
position, it appears, to extend over particular 
formations without passing beyond their 
limits. “He called attention to the fact, that 
this relation was first pointed out in a report 
from one of our County Societies, and it 
seemed, therefore, particularly incumbent 
upon us to further investigate the subject, 
in order to obtain additional. information, so 
that this relation may be more fully and 


more accurately determined. He concluded ; 


by submitting the following :— 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
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information in relation to epidemics as they 
prevail over the different geological forma- 
tions of the State. 

By consent of the mover, the above reso- 
lution was laid on the table for future con- 
sideration. 

On motion of Dr. Edge, the report from 
Chester County, presented this morning, 
and regarded as supplemental to the regular 
report, was referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

The report from Lebanon County was, 
by request, read by Dr. H.S. Patterson, and 
on motion was referred to the same com- 
mittee, 

The report from Blair County was read 
by the Secretary, and was, on motion, with 
the appendix, referred to the same com- 
mittee. ; 

The report from Bucks County was read 
by Dr. James S. Rich, and on motion was 
referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Rich stated, as the result of thirty 
years’ observation, that the character, pre- 
valence, and fatality of disease were greatly 
modified and influenced by geological forma- 
tions. And that his views had been con- 
firmed by his professional brethren in other 
States. , 

The report from Erie County was read 
by the Secretary, and on motion was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

The report from Huntingdon County was 
read by Dr. Luden, the reporter, and was 
referred to the same committee. 

The subject of the Berks County printed 
report claiming the consideration of the 
meeting, it was, on motion, agreed to refer 
it to a special committee, consisting of Drs. 
H. S. Patterson, I. Parrish, and West, to 
report this afternoon on the propriety of its 
presentation. 

A communication was received from Dr. 
W. E. Horner, Dean of the Medical Faculty, 
inviting members to visit the Wistar Mu- 
seum of the University of Pennsylvania. ° 

Dr. Isaac Parrish, in his own behalf and 
that of his colleagues, tendered an invitation 
to the Society to visit the Wills’ Hospital 
for the Blind and Lame. 

Reports were presented from the Perry and 
Lancaster County Medical Societies, con- 
taining an enumeration of their officers and 
members respectively, which were, on mo- 
tion, referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tion, with reports of a similar character 


to devise a plan for the purpose of obtaining ; which may hereafter be presented. 
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The following resolutions, offered by Dr. bee the People’s Advocate, of Reading, of 
Ehler, of Lancaster, were unanimously } April 22d and 29th, 1852, a newspaper of 
adopted :—  penieal circulation, and obviously an im- 

Whereas, Since the last meeting of this; proper medium of publication for a purely 
Society, it has pleased Divine Providence } professional document. Your Committee 
to call from the scene-of his earthly labours } also learn, that the Berks County Medical 
Dr. George B. Kerfoot, of Lancaster,-a} Society consented to the said publication, 
member from the foundation of the Society, } the writer of the report, Dr. Stewart, being 
and for two years one of its Recording Sec- { the editor of the paper in question, and of- 
retaries. Therefore fering a printed copy in place of a fairly 

Resolved, That appreciating the high pro- } written copy, which he had not the time to 
fessional and personal character of Dr. Ker- make. The error, for such it is, appears to 
foot, this Society feels deeply his loss, and § have been committed thoughtlessly, and not 
sympathizes with his family and friends in} from any feeling of disrespect to the Socie- 
their bereavement. ty. Your Committee, therefore, recom- 

Resolved, That as a testimonial of respect } mend that the report, which seems to be 
to his memory, the Secretary be requested } very valuable, be received and read, and 
to present a copy of these proceedings to the ; that the Berks County Society be admonish- 
family of the deceased. ed of the impropriety of the course pursued 

The following, introduced by Dr. John} by them. 

T. Ray, from Mercer County, in relation HENRY S. PATTERSON, 
to the decease of Dr. Jno. Baskin, one of the FRANCIS WEST, 

Vice- Presidents of this Society, was unani- ISAAC PARRISH. 

mously adopted, and the Secretary was 
directed to forward a copy to the family of} Dr. Wallace read the printed report from 
the deceased :— Berks County which, on motion, was re- 

Resolved, That this Society is deeply {ferred to the Committee on Publication. 
sensible of the loss it has sustained in the} On motion of Dr. Wallace, permission 
sudden decease of Dr. Jno. Baskin, whose} was granted to Dr. Gries to read a paper 
exalted professional standing, intelligence, } on Catarrho. Nervous Fever and other dis- 
medical zeal, and sterling personal qualities | eases, which had been previously read be- 
entitled’ him to distinction and universal; fore the Berks County Medical Society. 
respect. After being read it was, on motion, referred 

Dr. Hays offered the following, which was } to the Committee on Publication. 
adopted :— The report on Spurious and Adulterated 

Resolved, That the members of this So- § Drugs, as presented to the Berks County 
ciety, when associated for educational or} Medical Society, was by permission read 
other purposes, owe the same fealty to the by Dr. Wallace. When, on motion of Dr. 
code of ethics of the Society in their cor-? Hays, the resolutions contained therein 
porate and associate capacities, as they do as‘ were laid on the table. 
individuals. The resignation of Dr. Remington, as 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 44; Recording Secretary, was read, and on mo- 
o'clock P. M. tion accepted, to take effect at the final ad- 

journment of the Society. 
May 27, 4} o’clock P. M. On motion of Dr. G. W. Wimley, it 

At the hour adjourned to, the ee was 
met. The President in the chair. On call. Resolved, That the Committee of Publi- 
ing the roll, twenty-eight members answer- cation be authorized to receive the report 
ed totheir names. The minutes were read, } from Montgomery County Medical Society, 
corrected, and approved. provided it be handed in before the publica- 

Dr. H. S. Patterson presented the follow-{ tion of the Transactions of the State Sv- 
ing, which, on motion, was accepted, and ciety. 
the Committee discharged. Dr. G. W. Wimley, of Montgomery 

The Committee to whom was referred} County, in compliance with instructions, 
the report of the Berks County Medical; read a preamble and resolutions relative to a 
Society, respectfully report: That the said? change of representation in the American 
communication is published in the columns, Medical Association, which had been adopt- 





; 
‘ 
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ed by the Montgomery County Medical 
Society, and ordered to be presented to the 
State Society. On motion, the preamble 
and resolutions were laid on the table. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 11 
o’clock to-murrow morning. 


May 28, 11 o’clock A. M. 











The Society met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. The President in the chair. On 
present. 

The minutes were read and approved. 
up the consideration of the following pream- 
ble and resolutions introduced yesterday 

Whereas, at the last meeting of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association, the subject of 
the present mode of representation, was > 
presented by a Committee, and will be act- 
tion :— 

Therefore Resolved, That the Medical 
vours the principle of representation by De- 
legates from County, District, and ew 
with the genius of our institutions, and most 
likely to promote the permanency and suc- 

Resolved, That the admission of Delegates 
from Medical Colleges, Hospitals, and other 
the forming. stage of the Association, is no 
longer necessary, and is calculated to pro- 
the profession, by creating privileged classes 
and by giving an undue influence to Physi- 
country districts, and in the smaller towns. 

Resolved, That restricting representation 
conferring upon the members of these bo- 
dies the right of membership in the Na- 

this Society, offer a powerful inducement 
for Physicians, throughout the United States, 
thus become constituent branches of the 
Association, and entitled to all the rights 
confer. 

Resolved, That the Delegates from this 


tions before the National Association, signed 


2 
2 
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by ‘the officers of the State Society, and 
that they use ‘their exertions to have the 


principle of representation herein approved, 


adopted by that body. 
Dr. Gries, by permission, read a paper 


‘ embodying his views in relation to the above 
resolutions. 


Dr. R. K. Smith offered the following, 
which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the members of this So- 
ciety shall not be permitted to speak more 
than twice, nor longer than ten minutes on 
the same question. 

On motion of Dr. Henry, it was resolved 
that the resolutions be taken up and consi- 
dered singly. 

The first resolution having been read— 

Dr. Hays discussed very fully the im- 
portance and expediency of amending it, so 
as to allow to medical schools a limited 
representation, on certain conditions, and 
concluded by offering the following amend- 
ment, to be inserted after the word societies 
in the fifth line, ‘‘ and a restricted represen- 
tation from medical colleges, subject to cer- 
tain conditions.” 

Dr. H. S. Patterson spoke in opposition 
to the amendment. 

After a full and prolonged discussion, in 
which many members took an active part, 
the motion on the adoption of Dr. Hays’s 
amendment was lost by a vote of twenty in 
favour to twenty-five against. 

When, on motion of Dr. Patterson, the 
original resolution was adopted. 

After reading the second resolution, a few 
remarks were offered by Dr. Wood, when 
on motion it was laid on the table. 

The third resolution was then read, and 
on motion adopted. 

After reading the fourth and final resolu- 
tion, a motion was made to lay it on the 
table, which was lost; when the motion to 
adopt was carried. 

Permission being granted, Dr. Wimley 
withdrew the second resolution, when, on 
motion, the preamble and remaining resolu- 
tions were adopted. 

Dr. Emerson introduced the following, 
which were adopted :— 

1. Resolved, That the Medical Society of 
the State of Pennsylvania regards the organ- 
ization of the regular members of the medi- 
cal profession throughout the Commonwealth 





calling the roll, twenty-five members were 
On motion, the Society consented to take 
from Montgomery County. 
amending the Constitution, so as to change 
ed on at the next meeting of the Associa- 
Society of the State of Pennsylvania, fa { 
Medical Societies, as that most accordant } 
cess of the National Association. 
medical institutions, although adapted to 
duce dissatisfaction amongst the mass of 
cians in large cities, over those residing in 
to County, District, or State Societies, and 
tional Association, will, in the opinion of 
to organize in their respective districts, and 
and privileges which such membership can 
Society be requested to lay these resolu- 





into County Societies, of the utmost import. 
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ance, as promising to increase the stock, and 
promote the diffusion of medical knowledge, 
and to add to the capacities of Physicians to 
fulfil their great mission towards the public 
at large, the main recipients of the advan- 
tages derived from all medical discoveries 
and improvements. 

2. Resolved, That this Society persevere 
in urging it as an imperative duty on Physi- 
cians in those Counties where no societies 
are yet organized, to meet forthwith and 
establish such societies. 

3. Resolved, That where these societies 
already exist, it be recommended to every 
regular Physician as a duty he owes to his 
profession, to have his name enrolled as a 
member of the medical society of the Coun- 
ty in which he resides. 

4, Resolved, That the foregoing resolu- 
tions, signed by the President and Secretary 
of the State Medical Society, be communi- 
cated to each of the County Societies, with a 
request to have them inserted one or more 
times in newspapers having the most exten- 
sive circulation in the geveral localities. 

Dr. Emerson, chairman of Committee on 
Variola and Vaccination, read a report, 
which, on motion, was accepted and referred 
to Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Emerson, chairman of Committee on 
Public Gratuitous Vaccination, presented 
the following report, which, on motion, was 
received, and the committee continued. 

The Committee of the State Medical So- 
ciety of Pennsylvania, appointed at its last 
session to memorialize the legislature for the 
passage of an act to secure the gratuitous 
vaccination of the poor throughout the Com- 
monwealth, report— 

That they have prepared and had printed 
the form of a petition, many copies of which 
have been distributed among members of 
the medical profession in various parts of the 
State, for the purpose of securing co-opera- 
tion. A number of these still remain on 
hand for further distribution. 

As yet, no bill has been introduced before 
the legislature in fulfilment of the object 
proposed. It being of the greatest import- 
ance to the welfare of the public at large 
that the measure contemplated by this So- 
ciety should be carried out, and the serious 
evils, proceeding from neglect of vaccination, 
remedied as far as practicable, the Commit- 
tee would urge it upon the Society to perse- 
vere in their exertions to obtain the passage 
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est possible extension of vaccination through- 
out the Commonwealth. 
G. EMERSON, 
D. FRANCIS CONDIE, 
WILSON JEWELL. 


Dr. H. Corson, of Montgomery, submit- 
ted the following, which, on motion, was 
adopted :— 

Whereas, there are a number of copies of 
the Transactions of the State Medical So- 
ciety yet remaining in the hands of the 
Committee of Publication: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee be in- 
structed to direct and forward them, at the 
expense of this Society, to prominent phy- 
sicians in counties which have not yet or- 
ganized County Societies, and to urge upon 
them immediate organization. 

Permission being granted, Dr. Gries with- 
drew the resolution from Berks County on 
Spurious Drugs. 

Dr. Hays stated that the gentleman hav- 
ing charge of the so-called ‘* Aztec children’’ 
had politely offered to exhibit them to the 
Society at any hour they might designate, 
when, on motion it was 

Resolved, That this polite offer be accept- 
ed, and the hour for exhibition be 53 o’clock, 
this afternoon. 

Dr. Corson introduced the following from 
Montgomery County, which, on motion, 
was referred to a special committee consist- 
ing of Drs. Patterson, Mayburry, and Wal- 
lace, with instructions to report this after- 
noon :— 

Resolved, That the Delegates elected by 
the Montgomery County Medical Society, 
to represent that body in the State Medical 
Society, meeting in May next, be instructed 
to inquire for the legitimate construction 
of sect. 3, art. 6, of Constitution, and report 
the same at our next regular meeting there- 
after. 

Whether the said section applies to any 
others, save those who actually compound, 
prepare, and sell secret or patent medicines : 
or whether it applies equally to wholesale 
and retail Druggists, or those who sell them 
as one of the unavoidable results incident 
to the keeping of a drug store ? 

Dr. Hays, on behalf of the Committee on 
Nominations, made a report which, at their 
request, was referred back to the committee 
for completion. 

Dr. R. K. Smith presented a report, with 


of some law calculated to secure the great- jthe resolutions annexed, from Delaware 
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was laid on the table, in order that a report} r 
from the Philadelphia County Medical So- 
ciety, on the same subject, might be pre- 
sented this afternoon. 

In accordance with a resolution of last 
year, the Committee of Publication was 
completed by adding Drs. Condie, Parrish, 
and Norris, to the four ex-officio members 
of it; viz.: the Recording Secretaries, Cor- 
responding Secretary, and Treasurer. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 4 
o’clock P. M. 


May 28, 4 o’clock P. M. 


Pursuant to adjournment, the Society 
met. The President inthe chair. On call- 
ing the roll, thirty members were present. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

On motion the report from Delaware 
County, on the subject of gratuitous services 
to the poor, was taken up. Dr. Condie read 
the report from the Philadelphia County 
Medical Society, in reply to a communica- 
tion on the same subject, addressed to that 
body by the Delaware County Society; 
when, after some time occupied in their 
discussion and consideration, they were, on 
motion, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

Dr. Hays called up a resolution introduced 
by him at the conclusion of the morning 
session of May 27th, for the appointment of 
a committee to carry out the objects therein 
proposed. The resolution was adopted, and 
the committee made to consist of Dr. Jno. P. 
Hiester, of Berks; Dr. George Halberstadt, 
of Schuylkill County; and Dr. Hiram Cor- 
son, of Montgomery. 

Dr. H. S. Patterson, on behalf of the 
special committee to whom was referred the 
query, from the Montgomery County So- 
ciety, concerning the precise meaning of 
Art. VI. Sect. 3 of Constitution, made the 
following report; which, on motion, was 
accepted and the committee discharged :— 

That in their opinion the meaning of the 
section in question is plain and explicit: 

** Any physician * * * who sells or deals in 
patent remedies or nostrums,” is declared 
to ‘‘be disqualified from becoming or re- 
maining a member of a county society.’’ 
‘About the intention of this provision there 
can be no doubt. It includes all dealers in 
nostrnms, whether by wholesale or retail, 
and whether they are manufacturers or 
agents for sales. If the selling of secret 








County, which, on motion of Dr. Condie, ; medicines is, as the Montgomery County 
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esolutions imply, ‘‘ one of the unavoidable 


results incident to the keeping of a drug 
store,” then your committee consider that 
such store is one that cannot be kept by a 
conscientious physician. 
recommend that the Montgomery County 
Society be informed, that no one who is in 
any way connected with the manufacture 
or sale of secret medicines, can properly be 
allowed to remain in membership with any 
county society. 


They therefore. 


HENRY S. PATTERSON, 
EDWARD WALLACE, 
WILLIAM MAYBURRY. 


On motion, the Society proceeded to select 


a place for holding its next annual meeting. 


Dr. Emerson moved that the next annual 


meeting of this Society be held in Philadel- 
phia. 


Dr. Henry proposed that it be held at 


Reading, which being withdrawn, 


The motion of Dr. Emerson, that when 


this Society adjourns, it adjourn to meet in 
Philadelphia, at 11 o’clock A. M., on the last 
Wednesday in May, 1853, was adopted. 


Dr. Condie submitted the following, which 


were adopted :— 


Resolved, That every Delegate to the 


American Medical Association, elected by 
this Society, shall have the privilege of ap- 
pointing a substitute, if he should be by any 
cause prevented from attending the meeting, 
and that his certificate to that effect shall be 


the credential of the said substitute. 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution 
be transmitted to the Secretary of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association, with the list of 
the Delegates. 

Dr. Hays, on behalf of the committee ap- 
pointed to nominate officers for the ensuing 
year, having completed the nominations, 
reported as follows :— 

President.—Dr. Hiram Corson, of Mont- 
gomery County. 

Vice-Presidents.—Drs. George Halber- 
stadt, of Schuylkill County; John T. Ray, 
of Mercer do. ; J. D. Ross, of Blair do.; C. 
F. Perkins, of Erie do. 

Recording Secretaries.—Dr. Henry S. 
Patterson, of Philadelphia County in place 
of Dr. Isaac Remington, who declines a 
re-election; Dr. Joseph Gibbons, of Lan- 
caster, do. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. Isaac 
Hays, of Philadelphia County. 
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Treasurer.—Dr. Francis West, of Phila- 
delphia County, in place of Dr. Geo. Fox, 
who declines a re-election. 

Censors, First and Second Districts.— 
Dra. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia County ; 
Wilmer Worthington, of Chester do.; Geo 
W. Norris, of Philadelphiado.; Jesse Young, 
of Delaware do.; John W. Gloninger, of 
Lebanon do. 

Thirdand Fourth Districts.—Drs. Jonath. 
H. Dorsey, of Huntingdon County; J. H. 
Case, of Perry do.; Wm. Mcllvaine, of 
York do.; Jos. Henderson, of Mifflin do.; 
Thos. Wood, of Lycoming do. 

Fifth and Sixth Districts—Drs. C. F. 
Perkins, of Erie County ; J. McKean Mor- 
gan, of Alleghany do.; J. P. Gazzam, 
do. do.; Jos. Dickson, do. do.; W. Ander- 
son, do. do. 

Delegates to the American Medical As- 
sociation, 1853.— Drs. Charles Innes, of 
Northampton County; Isaac Thomas, of 
Chester do. ; Francis S. Burrowes, of Lan- 
caster do.; James Carpenter, of Schuylkill 
do.; Thos. Vanvalzah, of Mifflin do.; R. 
E. James, of Northampton do.; Jas. R. 
McCoy, of Bucks do. 

ISAAC HAYS, Chairman. 


On motion of Dr. Condie, the report was 
accepted and the nominations confirmed. 

On motion of Dr. Ross, it was— 

Resolved, That the President elect be 
requested to deliver an address at the open- 
ing of the next annual session of this So- 
ciety. 

Dr. Hiram Corson, on taking his 
President, addressed the meeting. 

Dr. Condie offered the following, which 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be presented to Dr. Charles Innes, for the 
impartial, dignified, and courteous manner 
in which he has presided over its delibera- 
tions during the present session. 

On motion of Dr. Hays— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be tendered to our late Secretary, Dr. Re- 
mington, for the zeal and ability with which 
he has performed the duties of his office. 

On motion of Dr. Perkins— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be tendered to our Corresponding Secretary, 
Dr. Hays. 

Dr. Wallace offered the following, which 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 


seat as 
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be tendered to the delegation of Philadelphia 
County for the courtesy and hospitality ex- 
tended by its members. 

On motion of Dr. West— 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be ten- 
dered to Dr. Fox, our late Treasurer. 

The Aztec children now being introduced, 
on motion, a recess of thirty minutes was 
granted for members to inspect and examine 
them. : 

On the President calling the meeting to 
order, the following resolution was offered 
and adopted, and, on motion of Dr. Condie, 
the Secretary was directed to transmit to 
Mr. Morris a copy. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be presented to Mr. Morris for his kindness 
and politeness in exhibiting to this Society 
“the Aztec children,’’ who are highly inte- 
resting and extremely remarkable specimens 
of diminutive human beings, well worthy 
the attention of the naturalist and physician, 
and equally so of the public, these children 
being sprightly and rather agreeable in ap- 
pearance, and exhibiting some evidences of 
a capacity for education. 

On motion of Dr. Fox, the Society ad- 
journed. 

(Attest. ) I. REMINGTON, 
Secretary. 
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Clinical Lecture on Operations for the 
Removal of Cancer, delivered at St. Tho- 
mas’s Hospital. By Joun Simon, F.R.S. 

Gentlemen : Immediately afier lecture to- 
day, I have to operate for sarcocele on a 
patient whom I admitted into Abraham’s 
ward a fortnight ago. I expect to find, on 
subsequent examination of his tumour, those 
structural elements which are accounted 
characteristic of malignant disease. I, 
therefore, avail myself of this occasion to 
review with you the general principles on 
which I habitually act, in operating, or in 
refusing to operate, for the removal of can- 
cerous tumours. These principles are as di- 
rect deductions as I can draw from a patho- 
logical consideration of the disease; and, 
therefore, most that I have now to say to 
you is but a clinical commentary on the 
doctrine of cancer, which I have given you 
in my course of general pathology. 

The obvious standard to which one must 
look in every case for the sanction of sur- 
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gical interference with any cancerous tu- 
mour, is this: that the prospect of perma- 
nent, or at least of prolonged, relief, shall 
be so great as clearly to outweigh the risk 
and severity of the operation. 

It is in the application of this principle to 
particular cases, where we wish for its prac- 
tical guidance, that our exercise of surgical 
judgment consists. For each individual 
case has to be studied on its own distinctive 
grounds. 

The hope of advantage from surgical ope- 
rations varies with two considerations, viz., 
(1) according to what hold the disease has 
obtained on the part first invaded, or on 
those in vascular connection with it ; (2) ac- 
cording to what amount there may be of 
constitutional tendency to reconstruct the 
disease. 

I purpose bringing before you, with such 
detail as my time will allow, the chief points 
which deserve mention under these two 
heads. And first, with respect to the local 
tenure of the disease: It may be considered 
a rule without exception, that an operation 
for cancer should not be undertaken except 
when there is every presumption that a 
complete local recovery will ensue—that the 
wound will advance healthily to a sound 
cicatrization. This presumption can be en- 
tertained only when the surgeon is quite 
confident of getting beyond the local limits 
of the growth. Nothing can justify cutting 
through lymphatic or venous cords, or cel- 
lular tissue, in which are the germs of the 
disease. In such cases, the track of the 
knife converts itself without delay into a 
cancerous sore. Under these circumstances 
the disease is said to ‘‘ return inthe wound.” 
This is a quibble. The disease does not 
return, for it never was away. It simply 
continues in those textures from which the 
operator failed to remove it. To set about 
amputating a breast where the integuments 
are infiltrated and brawny ; or exposing the 
surface of an encephaloid tumour (for in- 
stance, in the neck or groin) with uncer- 
tainty as to whether its deeper attachments 
may permit an entire removal ; or cutting at 
the circumference of a cutaneous cancer 

with indistinct and indefinite limits—would 
illustrate the mala praxis which this rule 
condemns. In all such cases of injudicious 


interference, the patient’s condition is ag- 
gravated; his sufferings from the disease 
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Almost equally without exception is the 
rule, only to operate when one may reason- 
ably believe that there are no secondary de- 
posits (however small) in the lymph-glands 
or elsewhere ; for, at whatever rate of in- 
crease the original disease was advancing, 
at just the same pace (since its origin is 
constitutional) will it continue in the second- 
ary form. The cachexia simply transfers 
its manifestations of activity from the former 
site to the latter. 

Very rarely indeed there may be found a 
solitary casein which this rule can be de- 
parted from with advantage to the patient. 
Occasionally I have seen a woman having 
the disease in her -breast; where the can- 
cerous process has been very gradual and 
slow, extending over three or four years; 
where the tumour, of moderate size, and 
occupying only part of the gland, has re- 
mained quite movable on the deeper parts ; 
where the mass at length has softened in 
the greater part of its substance, and the 
skin immediately over it has thinned and 
reddened; where ulceration has been immi- 
nent; and where, in a few weeks, there 
would be substituted for this quiescent con- 
dition a deep and painful ulcer, tending 
rapidly to exhaust life. Very rarely, in- 
deed, I say, have I seen a case of this 
chronic description, in which, the patient's 
health being apparently unimpaired, I have 
thought it proper to recommend removal of 
the primary disease, notwithstanding some 
slight enlargement of the axillary glands. 
T have known that the malady would after- 
wards continue in the axilla at the same 
rate as in the removed breast, but that rate 
would be slow ; and meanwhile, perhaps for 
years, at the expense of an inconsiderable 
operation, the patient might be saved that 
excessive increase of suffering and greater 
‘imminence of danger which belong to the 
ulcerated condition. 

Secondly. The constitutional conditions, 
permissive or prohibitive, of any cancer 
operation, are far more difficult to estimate 
than those just adverted to, but they are of 
no inferior importance. It cannot be denied 
that every cancerous growth attests a con- 
stitutional malady as its source; that the 
local ailment is but the product of a general" 
travail in the system; and that, if such a 
tumour be removed while in process of in- 
crease, it is the immediate tendency of na- 











are needlessly increased, and the fatal result 
is accelerated. 





ture to establish a similar growth in some 
But while this is 


other part of the body. 
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true, I believe, in respect of every cancer- { of the chest, the integuments were quite 
ous growth whatsoever, it is true in different ' hard; the breast itself was like marble, 
degrees. The intensity and rootedness of large and prominent, with the skin red and 
the constitutional malady vary for each shining; there were scattered subcutaneous 
case; and, in the exact ratio of this varia- tubercles; the glands above the clavicle 
tion, varies also the tendency to the repro- | were large and: hard; the axilla was stuffed 
duction of the disease, if removed by surgical ; with deposit; the entire arm tense with 
operation. It is, therefore, highly requisite ;cedema. The opposite side showed the 
that you should measure accurately the de- ; small shrivelled breast of a spare woman of 
gree of cancerous cachexia in any case com- ‘sixty. Now that disease was, the work of 
ing under your treatment; and I will now | five weeks. In about three more, she was 
mention to you some considerations by ;dead. Fora year she had had on the left 
which your judgment in this‘matter may be} side a small, hard, movable tumour, to 
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guided. The rate of growth, the inherited 
liability to the disease, the species of can- 
cerous growth, and the probable share taken 
by local causes in its production—these are 
the four points to which your inquiry may 
chiefly direct itself. 

1. The highest importance must be at- 
tached, I think, to the rate of increase. 
Sometimes this is so rapid that the disease 
might almost be termed an acute one. 
Such is especially apt to be the case with 
the encephaloid variety of cancer, which, 
therefore, attests an extreme degree of the 
fatal diathesis. Often, in these cases, a sen- 


sible progress is made from day to day. 
Last spring, in private practice, I saw one 


of the most striking illustrations of this rapid 
increase which have ever fallen under my 
notice. The subject was a young lady, 
below puberty ; the form of disease, fungus 
heematodes; its site, the outside of the knee- 
joint. The entire course of morbid phe- 
nomena, from the earliest slight uneasiness 
to death, was run in five months, during the 
first two of which there was no perceptible 
swelling ; and the utmost bulk of the tumour 
(nearly a foot in diameter, with immense 
protrusion of fungus) was reached in about 
two months from the firat appearance of en- 
largement. It was at this period that I saw 
the case in consultation, and I considered 
the enormous rapidity of growth to be in 
itself a sufficient reason for pronouncing 
against amputation of the limb. The con- 
stitution which had evolved this vast forma- 
tion in so short a period would have re- 
built with equal velocity whatever surgery 
could remove. 

It is not only with encephaloid tumours 
that we witness this sudden growth. Last 
autumn I was requested to see a lady suffer- 
ing with disease of the mamma, and found 
her in the following state: From the ster- 
num to the scapula, over the whole left side 





which little attention had been paid; and it 
was not till this acute infiltrative process set 
in, almost like an act of inflammation, that 
the serious disease was suspected. Five 
weeks before I saw her, the little movable 
lump in the breast was her only ailment; it 
was probably scirrhus in a quiescent state ; 
and the diathesis finally underwent some 


sudden and remarkable modification. 


It must be obvious to you, on a moment’s 
reflection, that no surgical operation can 
ever be advantageous where the disease is 
developing itself at such a pace as I have 
illustrated to you in these two cases. Such 
a proceeding would be almost as though, at 
the commencement of rheumatic fever, one 
were to amputate the first limb: in which 
synovial inflammation had arisen. 

Speaking generally, I may say that your 
chance of doing good by the removal of a 
cancerous tumour, as compared with others 
of the same species, will be in inverse pro- 
portion to the rate at which the tumour has 
grown; that this rate measures the cha- 
racteristic diathesis, and consequently indi- 
cates how soon and how certainly you may 
anticipate your patient’s relapse into a con- 
dition of irremediable disease. 

2. The amount of inherited liability to 
cancer which your patient may be supposed 
to possess is an important element in your 
prognosis. Cancer is supposed to be in- 
herited in about a seventh part of the cases 
where it occurs. Sixteen months ago I was 
consulted by an unmarried lady, aged thirty- 
seven, having in her left breast a consider- 
able scirrhous tumour, of recent and rapid 
growth, attended with no pain, but with 
slight enlargement of the axillary glands. 
This lady’s mother had just died of cancer 
of the womb; her maternal grandmother 
had been the victim of scirrhus in the breast ; 
her paternal grandmother had died of the 
same disease ; an uncle on the mother’s side 





oS I 


$$ 


72 CLINICS. 


had also suffered some form of malignant 
disease in the abdomen. I expressed the 
strongest opinion against the chance of doing 
good by operation. The lady had nume- 
rous connections in our profession, and emi- 
nent opinions were taken on her case. 
They differed from mine, and the result 
was, that her friends urgently pressed re- 
moval of the breast. This I was begged to 
perform; and, after reiterating my opinion 


equally the case with encephaloid of the tes- 
tis, especially in young children. Indeed, 
in them, generally, the removal of encepha- 
loid tumours (the only form of cancer habit- 
ual to early life) is quite a desperate pro- 
ceeding. 

A distinction, under this head, which I 
think of the utmost practical value, is that 
between the desquamating cancers which 
affect skin or mucous membrane, and those 


as to the probable result, I complied with } other forms which pervade the parenchyma 


their wishes that I should carry into effect 
the recommendation of the other surgeons 
who had been consulted, and should ampu- 
tate the breast without disturbing the axilla. 
Within a month.of the operation being per- 
formed, the lady left town, in seemingly 
good condition, with the wound perfectly 
cicatrized. For three or four months alone 
was there an appearance of respite; the 
opposite breast then began to enlarge, and 
the integuments over it to become brawny ; 
the arm of the first affected side became 
anasarcous, showing an advanced disease of 
the axillary lymph-glands, and she speedily 
reached a condition in which her remains of 
life could only be made endurable to her by 
the profusest employment of opium. 

You may remember, four or five months 
ago, seeing me remove from the parotid of 
a woman, in clinical ward, a colloid tumour, 
about as large as a walnut. While she was 


_ under treatment one of her children was 


dying, at the age of seven, with encephaloid 


’ disease of the eye. Had an operation been 


contemplated for the latter case, the prospect 
of success might justly have been considered 
smaller than usual by reason of the mother’s 
history. 

3. The form of cancer, in relation to its 
kind and site, is a consideration ot great im- 
portance for measuring the likelihood of re- 
turn. Some forms are never known not to 
recur. This is the case, I believe, with 
encephaloid of the globe of the eye. I 
doubt if there be any authenticated case of 
its successful extirpation.* It is almost 


* Mr. Dixon, the very able surgeon of the 
Royal Ophthalmic Hospital, who, for the last 
twenty years, has probably seen at least as much 
eye-disease as any man in Europe, aengiy con- 
firms this view. Sometimes (he says), though 
very rarely, success appeared to attend such 
operations performed many vearsago. His later 
experience assures him that these exceptional 
results were simply an expression of the former 
less accurate diagnosis of morbid products. The 
following illustration from his pen is valuable: 
‘¢ An infant was recently brought to me with 
apparently encephaloid disease of the retina; 





of some solid organ. Cases of the latter class 
—cases in which massive cancer-growths, 
whether scirrhous or encephaloid, have de- 
veloped themselves (usually in solid organs, 
as bone, testis, or breast) give incomparably 
the worst results after operation 

We are not yet in a condition to estimate 
statistically the utility of removing scirrhous 
breasts, but I strongly incline to believe 
that the return of the disease is more certain 
and more speedy than is generally supposed. 
The diagnosis of malignant growths from 
many diseases to which they have a general 
resemblance has not, even yet, become in- 
fallible ; till very recently, it was so imper- 
fect as to be quite useless for statistical pur- 
poses. I am certain that in many of the 
cases in which scirrhus of the breast is re- 
ported to have been cured by surgical ope- 
ration, the diagnosis has been at fault. 

Till a comparatively recent date, the solid 
growths of sero-cystic disease were _undis- 
tinguished from malignant fungus; and pro- 
bably they are still at times confounded by 
the surgeon. Within the last few days I 
have examinéd a tumour, removed by a 
competent surgeon as scirrhus of the breast, 
where the mass consisted of dilated ducts, 
containing such materials as are common in 
cystic disease, together with interstitial 
thickening, apparently of an inflammatory 
kind. A few months ago, I discovered a 
similar tumour accidentally, in the dead- 
house, and thought at the time it might 
easily have been mistaken for scirrhus. 
Occasionally, I believe that I have recog. 
nized the same condition in the living breast, 
supposed to be suffering from carcinoma, 


fundus of eye occupied by a yellowish mass, 
&c.; gradually it advanced forwards, pushed 
the lens against the cornea, which gave way. 
Then, instead of a fungating mass protruding, 
the eye collapsed, and is now a mere button. 
Twelve years ago, I am quite sure this eyeball 
would have been extirpated, and the strumous 
deposit pronounced to be medullary fungus. We 
should then have had a successful case!” 





CLINICS. 


though, as I have never counselled an ope- 
ration in such cases, I have not been able 
to verify my diagnosis by anatomical ex- 
amination. Still more frequent material for 
erroneous diagnosis is given by that chronic 
mammary tumour, which consists in a par- 
tial or adjunctive hypertrophy of glandular 
structure, and which, from its general phy- 
sical characters, must often have been con- 
founded with scirrhus. 

On numerous occasions I have been con- 
sulted with a view to removal of a breast, ; 
under the impression of its being . affected ; 
with scirrhus, where I have been able to 
satisfy myself that the patient has been suf- 
fering from one or other of these compara- 
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of a fatal result was quite insignificant, 
would not have been equally so if these 
conditions had been different—if, for in- 
stance, the femur had been the seat of the 
; same disease, and the question of mutilation 
: had related to an entire extremity. 

The form of cancer in which I operate 
not unwillingly, and at times undertake 
‘ operations of some magnitude, is the des- 
‘quamating or epithelial kind, as it affects 
bese tegumentary tissues, provided always 
that the glands be uncontaminated, and the 
‘ general health sound. 

This disease you have seen as a circum- 
scribed affection of the skin, having for the 
most part an obviously warty character, but 
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tively unimportant diseases—either that the { differing from ordinary warts and condylo- 

tumour has been of the hypertrophic kind } ; mata, not only in the deeper hold it has of 
last adverted to, or that it has consisted in the skin (so that you find something more 
some trifling modification of normal struc- ; than mere outgrowth from the surface) but 
ture, cystic or inflammatory. Now, ob- ‘likewise in the ulceration which is admixed 


viously, if such cases are operated on, and : 


the results classified with those of scirrhus- 
extirpation, the statistics, as regards the 
return of caricer after operation, will be 
rendered far too favourable by this admix- 
ture of error. When our profession has 
perfected its means of diagnosis, so that all 
cases of operation are reported under their 
true heads, I suspect it will prove a very 
rare event for cancer not to revisit a patient 
after its removal from the breast. 

This final unsuccess of operations is even 
more certain in respect of malignant disease 
in bone and in the testis; and it may, I 
think, be stated generally to belong in a 
very marked degree to all those cases in 
which cancer develops itself by infiltration 
into the substance of solid organs. In this 
class of cases, accordingly, I am very loath 
to recommend the removal of the disease, 
if it would involve any considerable muti- 
lation, or any other proceeding of much im- 
mediate risk to life. 

Trifling operations of the kind I do not 


scruple to perform ; for instance, there died } 


in my ward, last autumn, a man for whom, 
two years previously, I had removed the 
thumb, on account of encephaloid disease 


which had originated within the metacarpal 


bone. The local cure was complete; but 
after eighteen months, he began to fail in 
health, and died at last with cancer-growths ; 
in the lung and brain. I need hardly tell 
you that what was a proper operation, 
where so small a portion of the body had to 
be removed, and where the immediate risk 


with it. Often, indeed, the truest descrip- 
tion of such a disease might be couched’in 
what seems a pathological paradox, and you’ 
might almost speak of it as an ulcer which 
widens itself by the process of growth. 

I dare say you recollect a striking illus- 
tration of this character in the person of an 
old woman who was under my care last 
year in Clinical ward, with an epithelial 
cancer on theshin. It was sufficiently vas- 
cular for the warty character to be less 
marked than usual; but I was able to point . 
out to you, from time to time, how the ulcer 
widened itself without any loss of its gran- 
ulating character—widened itself by the 
conversion of its margin into hard granula- 
tions; whereas, I need hardly tell you, an 
ordinary ulcer widens itself by the destruc- 
tion and deliquescence of the textures at its 
circumference. 

In the section of such a cancer (particu- 
larly when it is of skin, with fat beneath) 
you may verify what I have said—how much 
more it is than a mere warty outgrowth 
from the surface. You see the warty sur- 
face based on more or less considerable 
thickening of tissue, which on either side 
is continuous with healthy cutis; and you 
see the deep side of this thickened texture 
‘ bulging in rounded lobules towards the sub- 
‘ jacent fat. It is, in fact, a tumour, occupy- 

ing the site of a patch of skin, lobulated on 
its deeper aspect, and presenting exteriorly 
sits desquamating ulcerous surface. 

; This form of cancer, as observed in the 
‘tegumentary textures, consists chiefly of 
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elements indistinguishable from the normal 
scales of skin or mucous membrane, and it‘ 
might, therefore, in great part be considered 
a hypertrophic growth of the tissue on which 
it is grafted. One habitually finds in it, 
however, an arrangement of these elements 
which is different from the normal, and 
which I have just had an opportunity of 
showing you in the structure of a cancer 
removed by me last Monday from the lower 
lip of a man in Abraham’s ward. It is as 
follows: When you press parts of the tu- 
mour, there start from the section here and 
there, minute vermiform particles, of cheesy 
consistence, which you may detach with 
the point of a needle, tear into still smaller 
fragments, and examine under the micro- 
scope. The appearance there is very cha- 
racteristic ; you might fancy you were look- 
ing at some lightly-drawn diagram of a 
multi-central fibrous tumour, such as you 
know in the uterus. You seem to see an 
external fibrous tissue in parallel turns, 
binding together smaller spheroids of va- 
rious sizes, each with its own concentric 
arrangement. These primary spheroids 
look like the simple wisping of hay with 
which you would begin to imitate a bird’s- 
nest, and are held close, in rounded clusters 
(two, three, or more together) by a similar 
wisp environing them: On careful exami- 
nation, you find that the appearance of 
fibres is fallacious; it is due to epithelial 
scales, attenuated so as to simulate fibres, 
and woven closely together in the manner 
I have described. It seems a concentric 
arrangement of these scales, around some 
material different from themselves, for the 
inward substance is more transparent; and 
I have often been led to speculate, though 
hitherto without being able to satisfy my- 
self, whether the centres of this peculiar 
hypertrophy are the specific germs of the 
malignant disease. 

These bodies are not peculiar to epithelial 
cancer of the external integument, but at- 
tend the same disease of mucous membrane. 
My earliest diagram of the appearance 
(1845) was obtained from the esophagus of 
an old lady who died under my care, with 
epithelial cancer of that tube, rendering it 
impervious. In the discharge from desqua- 
mating cancerous ulcers you will commonly 
find these peculiar bodies admixed with 
other products of the disease. 


(To be Continued.) 
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Deaths from Chloroform.—Dr. A. E. No- 
BLE, of Port Huron, Mich., has reported in 
the Boston Med. and Surg. Journ., May 19, 
the following case :— 

“Tn this instance he [the operator} gave 
a drachm on a handkerchief, which the pa- 
tient inhaled without any apparent effect, 
and he then added about half a drachm, I 
watching the effect closely. After inhaling 
again a few times, she said she felt the effect 
a little, but the operator and myself could 
not perceive any influence. Yet willing 
she should think that she would not expe- 
rience any pain, the instrument was applied, 
and as the tooth was extracted she raised 
her hands to her face and exclaimed “‘ Oh!’’ 
then letting her hands drop, she sat erect 
about six seconds, when her head dropped 
upon her breast. I felt for her pulse, but 
there was none. She respired not more 
than three or four times, and was dead! It 
did not exceed three minutes from the first 
inhalation until life was extinct. That the 
effect of chloroform was progressive in this 
case, is certain. I could detail many cir- 
cumstances relating to the case, such as 
age, complexion, apoplectic predisposition, 
and other physical matters, but do not con- 
ceive it to be of interest in these days of 
chloroform. I will add that she was a resi- 
dent of Detroit, but was in this place on a 
visit. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Eaton, recently died in 
Georgia, from the same cause, in child- 
bed. 

At Stamford, Connecticut, Mrs. Nathan- 
iel Weed, wishing to have a tooth extracted, 
requested that chloroform should be admin- 
istered. The dentist complied with her de- 
sire, but she had hardly begun inhaling the 
fumes, when she sank back upon the sofa, 
and expired. 

Practitioners in Chester County.—The 
County Society report that there 100 regular 
physicians in this county, of whom 11 are 
without diplomas, and 17 are not engaged 
in practice. There are 7 irregular practi- 
tioners, of whom 2 are Thompsonians, 1 of 
the Beach school, 2 homceopaths, and 2 
eclectics. 

Schuylkill County Medical Society.—This 
county contains 49 practitioners, of whom 
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13 are graduates, 15 not graduates, and 3 The patient, however, not being sufficiently 
are homeopaths. ‘ insensible to undergo the operation with the 
‘necessary quietness, the towel was reap- 

Pennsylvania Medical College.—Dr. I.‘ plied, when, after a few inspirations, the 
M. Allen has been appointed Professor of ; pulse suddenly ceased. .The face and the 
Anatomy, Dr. F. G. Smith Professor of the whole surface of the body turned pale, the 
Institutes of Medicine, and Dr. J.J. Reese ; eyes rolled upwards and inwards, and the 
Professor of Medical Chemistry and Phar- ‘ breathing became very slow, but full and 
macy in this school. These appointments deep, the intervals between the inspirations 


will add strength to the school. 


Osirvary Recorp.—Died in Philadel- 
phia, on the 15th of June, of Bright’s disease 
of the kidneys, James B. Rogers, M.D., 


Professor of Chemistry in the University of ; 


Pennsylvania, in the 49th year of his age. 

Died in Kennebunk, Me., on the 6th of 
April, Burleigh Smart, M. D., aged 57. 
Dr. Smart was one of the most eminent 
physicians in his State, and contributed 
several valuable papers to the American 
Journal of the Medical Sciences. 
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becoming longer, until the respiration ceased 
altogether. The patient died before the 
operation was begun, and within five min- 
utes from the commencement of inhalation. 
During the application of various means of 
/ resuscitation, including the dropping of cold 
{water guttatim on the epigastrium, the 
breathing returned, and continued for the 
space of three or four minutes; but the 
pulse and sounds of the heart did not return. 


Tracheotomy as a Remedy for Epilepsy. 
—A second case, in which tracheotomy has 
been performed in epilepsy, according to 
the suggestion of Dr. Marshall Hall, has 
been reported by Mr. Anderson; the results 
have hitherto proved most satisfactory. 

The woman, aged thirty-six, had been 





Dr. Snow, in an interesting paper on the : epileptic twenty-four years, and her father 
cause and prevention of death from chloro- ‘ had been afflicted in the same manner. The 


form (London Journal of Medicine, May, ; operation was performed three months ago, 
1852), relates the following case, commu- ‘since which time she has had no formidable 


nicated to him by Mr. Paget. 

This case occurred May 22, 1850, in the 
practice of Professor Carl Santesson, in the 
Seraphim Hospital, at Stockholm. 

The patient, a man thirty years of age, 
was affected with hydrocele, and there was 
some suspicion of disease of the testicle. It 
was consequently intended to operate on the 


hydrocele by incision, in order that the ‘ 


testicle, if diseased, might be removed. 
The chloroform was administered in the 
same way that Professor Santesson had seen 
it exhibited by Dr. Simpaon, except that it 
was poured on a little cotton, which was 
placed at the small end of the cone, into 
which the folded towel he made use of was 
rolled. About a drachm and a half was first 
poured on the cotton, and the patient was 
told to inhale in long and deep inspirations. 
This quantity being nearly evaporated in 
two or three minutes, a drachm more was 
added. After a few inspirations, rigidity 
and struggling came on: these subsided, 
but ina little time returned more strongly 
than before, and the towel was removed 
from the face until the struggling ceased. 


° access of the disease. 

It is satisfactory to be able to state that 
Mr. Cane’s case has been completely suc- 
cessful. The patient, when seen in Octo- 
ber, had not the slightest return of epilepsy. 
The operation was performed in March. 

In reference to the easiest way of per- 
forming tracheotomy, Dr. Marshall Hall 
proposes a free incision through the integu- 
ment, then a separation of the cellular tissue, 
with a director or other blunt instrument, 
and, lastly, to open the trachea with a tro- 
car, the tube of which has a cutting edge. 
Instead of a tube to breathe through, he ° 
proposes an instrument made of wire.— 
Lancet, Dec. 6, 1851. 

French Academy of Sciences. — Prizes 
Awarded.—At the annual public sitting held 
on the 22d of March, the following were 
among the prizes awarded :— 

Experimental Physiology Prize to M. 
Bernard, for his treatise on a new function 
of the liver in man and animals. 

Medical and Surgical Prize of 2500 franes 
to M. J. Guerin, for his generalization of 
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subcutaneous tenotomy. A sum of 2000 
francs was awarded to M. Huguier, for his 
researches on the diseases of the female 
organs of generation. 2000 francs to MM. 
Briquet and Mignot, for their practical and 
analytical treatise on cholera. 2000 francs 
to M. Duchenne, of Boulogne, for his electro- 
physiological researches applied to pathology 
and therapeutics. 2000 francs to M. Pros- 
per Lucas, for his physiological and prac- 
tical treatise on hereditary tendencies, both 
in a state of health and disease. 2000 francs 
to M. Tabarie, for having been the first to 
employ compressed air in the treatment of 
affections of the organs of respiration and 
other diseases. 2000 francs to M. Pravaz, 
for having elucidated, in the clearest man- 
ner, the influence of compressed air on the 
organs of respiration, on hematose, and the 
circulation, ete. 2000 francs to M. Gluge, 
for his treatise on pathological histology, 
and the application of the microscope to a 
detection of the alteration of the animal 
tissues. 1500 francs to M. Gosselin, for his 
_researches on the obliterations of the sper- 
matic ducts. 2000 francs to M. Garriel, for 
his applications of vulcanized India rubber 
to medica! and surgical purposes. 1500 
francs to M. Vidal, of Cassis, for his inven- 
tion of serres-fines, a kind of small clasp, 
by means of which the edges of a wound, 
after operations, etc., are kept in contact 
better than by the use of bandages, plasters, 
suture instruments, etc. 1000 francs to M. 
Serre, of Uzes, for his researches on the 
luminous phenomena produced in the inte- 
rior of the eye, by the pressure of that 
organ in particular directions and by various 
means. 1000 francs to M. Boinet, for his 
paper on the treatment of abscess by con- 
gestion, with iodine injections. 

A prize of 2000 francs was awarded to M. 
Sucquet for his improved method of pre- 
serving bodies by the injection of an anti- 
septic liquid through the carotid arteries. 
This preservative liquid is prepared as fol- 
lows: A current of sulphurous acid gas is 
passed through a solution of carbonate of 
soda of the strength of from 20° to 22° 
Baumé (sp. gr. 1.160 to 1.180), until the 
whole of the carbonic acid is displaced, and 
the solution contains a slight excess of sul- 
phurous acid. The fluid should then have 
a specific gravity of 1.200. Itis next placed 
in a vessel containing clippings of zinc, and 
allowed to-remain in contact with the metal 

uniil it has become sensibly neutral, the 
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blade of a knife dipped into it not turning 
brown on exposure to the air. From four 
to six litres of this preparation are employed 
to inject asubject. After twenty-four hours, 
dissection may be proceeded with, and con- 
tinued, without any inconvenience, for 
twenty, thirty, or even forty days. One of 
the great advantages arising from the em- 
ployment of the sulphite of soda, consists in 
the beneficial influence it exerts in cases of 
the accidents to which the operator is sub- 
ject in the dissecting-room. 

During the five years in which this pre- - 
servative liquid has been employed, no fatal 
case has occurred. 

A prize of 2000 francs to M. Masson, for 
his process of preserving culinary vegetables 
by means of desiccation. These processes 
consist in first drying the vegetables, by the 
application of a moderate heat, in a stove, 
until a certain portion of the water has been 
driven off, and then submitting the dried 
substances to great pressure by means of an 
hydraulic press. The vegetables, thus pre- 
pared, when immersed in water, regain the 
greater part of the moisture contained by 
them previous to their desiccation, and, 
when cooked, are equal to fresh vegetables. 
—Medical Times and Gazette, May, 29. 

M. Chomel. — Politics affect even the 
peaceable science of medicine. M.Chomel, 
the celebrated Parisian physician, having 
refused to take the oath to the President, 
required by the quasi-constitution, has va- 
cated his professorship at the College of 
Medicine.—Jbid. 

Quadruple Birth.—A young woman was 
lately delivered in Cork of four living chil- 
dren, two boys and two girls, who, with the 
mother, are reported ‘‘ to be as well as can 
be expected.” Quadruple births are some- 
what rare, but it is still more rare to find 
that all the four children survive. 

Usituary Recorp.—Died, at Edin- 
burgh, on the 12th of May, Dr. William 
Thomson, Professor of the Practice of 
Physic in the University of Glasgow, in 
the 50th year of his age. Dr. T. was the 


eldest son of the distinguished Prof. John 
Thomson, and brother of Allen Thomson. 
He was the author of a work on the diseases 
of the liver, and the earliest to describe the 
spurious melanosis of the lung, or miner’s 





phthisis. 





